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was hired with the consent and direction of this mother (he being then about eight years of
age), to work at a silk-mill there for the term of three years at sixpence a week for the first
year, ninepence a week for the second year, and thirteen pence ... for the third. The
master was not to find diet or lodging and the service was to be only eleven hours in the
six working days. .. . He frequently absented himself for which deductions were made
from his wages. He lodged the whole three years with his mother at Macclesfield who
received his wages, which not being sufficient to maintain him ... the overseers... of his
birthplace allowed sixpence a week.* (Bum, Justice of the Peace, 1793, iii, p. 438.)
William Hutton, who worked at the Derby silk mill from the age of seven, lived at
home and was paid weekly wages but he was an indentured apprenticej bound for seven
years in 1730. See below, notes 127 and 128.
 (114)	Account of the Asylum .. .for Orphan Girls within the Bills of Mortality. .. 1773.
 (115)	Rules and Orders for the Government of the Friends School and Workhouse at
ClerkenweU) 1780. (They were to be 'bound apprentices to such business or employments
as shall appear suitable*.)
 (116)	Report on Education in the Metropolis, 1816, p. 433. (Evidence of the Secretary
of the Foundling Hospital.)
 (117)	Report of the Committee ... on the Number and State of Parish Apprentices
bound into the Country from the Bills of Mortality... 1815. See Appendix V.
 (118)	'Observations on an Act. . . respecting Apprentices employed in Cotton and
other Factories.* Printed (with adverse comments) in Report of the Society for Bettering the
Condition of the -Poor, IV, 1805, Appendix, p. 12.

 (119)	An apprentice at this establishment was brought by his friends to Bow Street, 'to
shew one of the modes of punishment adopted by the master, when one of the boys
committed any fault. It consisted of an iron collar, fastened round the neck with a padlock.
The lad said he had worn it above a month, and that he understood it was his master's
intention that he should wear it till he was out of his time*. (The Times, August 1795,
quoted by Ashton, Old Times, p. 268.)
 (120)	Report on the Poor Laws, 1817, p. 66.
 (121)	Report of the Society for Bettering the Condition of the Poor, IV.
 (122)	c£ The Report to the Board of Trade in z6§j, by Locke:
*The children of labouring people are an ordinary burthen to the parish, and are usually
maintained in idleness, so that their labour also is generally lost to die public, till they are
twelve or fourteen years old. The most effectual remedy for this that we are able to con-
ceive, and which we therefore humbly propose, is, that working schools be set up in each
parish, to which the children of all such as demand relief of the parish, above three and
under fourteen years, whilst they live at home with their parents and are not otherwise
employed for their livelihood, by the allowance of the overseer of the poor, shall be
obliged to come. By this means the mother will be eased of a great part of her trouble in
looking after and providing for them at home and so be at more liberty to work; and the
children will be kept in much better order, be provided for, and from their infancy be
inured to work, which is of no small consequence for the making of them sober and
industrious all their lives after; and the parish will be either relieved of this burthen, or at
least of the misuse in the general management of it; fora great number of children giving
a poor man a title to^an allowance from the parish, this allowance is given once a week or
once a month, to the father in money, which he, not seldom, spends on himself at the
alehouse, whilst his children (for whose sake he had it) are left to suffer, or perish, from
the want of necessaries unless the charity of neighbours relieve them. We humbly conceive
that a man and his wife, in health, may be able to maintain themselves and two children;

